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The Atelier/Masterclass – About us

Think European, act in a network
The Atelier/Masterclass is a one-year training programme for budding European film producers and distributors. Well-regarded professionals from the film and media industry teach classes on production and distribution.

The Atelier/Masterclass aims at :

· conveying comprehensive knowledge with a strong practical slant about the European film industry, focussing on script and project development, financing, production, distribution and marketing.

· setting up and develop a network of young European producers.

· establishing contacts in the French and German film industry.

· awakening curiosity and enthusiasm for the French and German language, culture and way of thinking.

The Atelier/Masterclass – A high-profile context

Onwards to Europe!
In autumn 2001 the Atelier/Masterclass was incorporated into the portfolio of courses offered by the Filmakademie Baden-Württemberg, based in Ludwigsburg, and La fémis in Paris. Both these film schools are amongst the most innovative bodies teaching film in their respective countries.

The Atelier/Masterclass – The team of lecturers

Background and talent, dialogue and creativity

Directors Jan Schütte and Peter Sehr, together with Marc Nicolas (Director of La fémis) and Christine Ghazarian (Head of the Paris Atelier) overlook the Atelier/Masterclass. They have succeeded in gaining enthusiastic support from media professionals across Europe for this training programme. Today a whole range of film industry players with talent and hands-on experience teach in Ludwigsburg and Paris.
The Atelier/Masterclass – The course

Speak your mind, think your heart, break new ground
Film is a medium that is constantly evolving. The technical possibilities change, new forms of working emerge, hard-and-fast production rules no longer apply. The film market’s dynamism offers major and ever-new challenges for everyone in the industry.

Thanks to its project-based and practice-oriented approach, the Atelier/Masterclass manages to keep its finger constantly on the pulse of the European film market. The course fosters practical competence, creativity and dialogue skills and guarantees an intensive and broad insight into operating procedures and requirements in film production.

The programme encompasses:

· workshops and seminars

· lectures and case studies

· visits to major festivals (Berlin, Cannes, Angers, Tübingen)

· individual project development by students

At the end of the Atelier/Masterclass the students produce short films in conjunction with ARTE, the Filmakademie Baden Württemberg and La fémis as Franco-German co-productions. The films are screened at festivals and on ARTE.
French and German are used on an equal footing as the working languages in the Atelier/Masterclass.

Good French or German language skills are therefore essential to be accepted for the course. During the year participants learn the second languages in courses offered by the the Atelier/Masterclass. Simultaneous translation is available during the first two sessions. 

The Atelier/Masterclass – The participants

Enthusiasm about the work, working enthusiastically

The Atelier/Masterclass is aimed at European graduates from film schools who have already completed their studies and/or have several years of professional experience in the film and media branch. We also welcome graduates of other institutions of higher education who work in the film business and wish to acquire intensive and specific training in film production to complement their existing skills.
The Atelier/Masterclass – The facts

In a nutshell
Length of programme
October to August

Programme structure


- two sessions in Ludwigsburg 

- two sessions in Paris/Cannes

- one session in Berlin 

- distribution internship 

- short film production 

Places on course


18 participants at most

Qualification obtained


Course certificate

Application



CV, letter of motivation, interview

Age




up to 30

Course fees



Euro 900 

Allocation
Support for travel and accommodation costs for all students
Application deadline


30th April (Ludwigsburg) / 31st May (Paris) each year

The Atelier/Masterclass – The sponsors

Support, commitment, constructive criticism
· MEDIA Plus

· Staatsministerium Baden-Württemberg

· BKM

· Ministère de la Culture

· CNC (Centre National de la Cinématographie)

· ARTE/SWR

· DFJW
· OFAJ
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