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BATHORY BATHORY
2007 >< 35 mm >< col. >< 120 min. >< shot on kodak

juraj jakubisko [1938]
[selected films]

2007: bathory
1997: nejasná zpráva o konci světa
1970/90: dovidenia v pekle, priatelia!
1989: sedím na konári a je mi dobre
1985: perinbaba
1983: tisícročná včela
1979: postav dom, zasaď strom
1969: vtáčkovia, siroty a blázni
1968: zbehovia a pútnici
1967: kristove roky
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The gruesome tale of Countess Bathory, notorious yet obscure, has been recounted by
historians and people in the arts for centuries. Tradition has it that Countess Bathory
was the greatest murderess in history, as documented by an entry in the Guinness Book
of Records. The plot of my film diametrically opposes the established legend and I port-
ray her as a renaissance woman destroyed by rumours. After I researched historical
documents, I decided to make a story reflecting real dates and facts and I only engage
my imagination where historical evidence is not available. It is neither a horror story,
nor boring historiography. Rather, it is a thriller about district adminitrator Thurzo,
Elizabeth Bathory, and her unfulfilled love for a famous Italian painter. The idea and
the intention are simple. It is easy to become a victim of rumours and scheming. But
it may take centuries to set the story right again. [Juraj Jakubisko, director]
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excerpt from "Slovak Films 05 - 07", published by Slovak Film Institute in April 2007, full version available at www.aic.sk


